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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

NAVY SHOOTING PROGRAM
OFFICER IN CHARGE
NAVY RIFLE AND PISTOL CHAMPIONSHIPS

8370
Ser No 96001

May 16, 1996

From: Match Director, 1996 Atlantic Fleet Rifle and Pistol
Championships

To: Competitors

Subj: 1996 ATLANTIC FLEET RIFLE AND PISTOL CHAMPIONSHIPS RESULTS

Every year the matches get better and better. The 1996
Championships appear to have been the best to date with a revised
course of fire best suited for the Fleet Matches’ training focus.
The Match Staff’s intention was to provide basic instruction in
the safe, competent use of rifle and pistol firing under the
stress of a competitive environment. A training opportunity of
this magnitude is available nowhere else within the Navy. The
commands who afforded their personnel the opportunity to
participate, their people returned a safer, competent armed
Watchstander and Auxiliary Security Force member. These matches
support CNO'’s policy that, “The Security of U.S. Navy ships,
aircraft, facilities and materiel as well as the well being of
service members depends, in part, upon small arms proficiency.”

This year 229 competitors participated, including for the
first time Junior NROTC Cadets. Ninety-two competitors were new
shooters in the Navy Competitive Shooting Program. Of these, 55
percent qualified Expert in either rifle or pistol with 90
percent obtaining Watchstander qualifications. Additional
information on the advanced small arms training obtained in this
vear'’'s matches is addressed in Match Director Letter Ser No 96004

dated 17 May 1996.

Each year a great group of Navy and Coast Guard volunteers
contribute an inordinate amount of their personal time, money and
vacation/leave time to organizing and production of the matches.
Without them their would be NO matches: LCDR Steve Steven, CEC,
USNR (R) - Statistical Officer; ET1(SS) Butch Achterhof, USN -
Registrar & Computer Technical Wizard; CWO3 Pat Adams, USN -
Administration Officer; CWO4 Woodye Bedford, USCG - Statistical
Office Manager and CWO3 Doc Coveny, USCG - Statistical Officer



(In-training); LT Bill Karditzas, USNR - Assistant Match
Director; CDR Jack Varga, MC, USN - Rifle Director; ETCM (SW)
Terry McManuels, USN - Pistol Director; AOC Joe Yeo, USN(R) -
Ammunition Coordinator; and CDR Don Lassell, USNR - Training
Coordinator. The support provided by U.S Marine Corps Weapons
Training Detachment continues to be a main stay of the Navy
Shooting Program. This year GYSGT Rudolph Dufour, SGT Micheal
Valenti, SGT Daniel Goodrich, and SGT Timothy Hamler presented
the Saturday Training Phase with the pride and professionalism
that has become synonymous with their organization, headed by CWO
John O’'Ryan, USMC. The professionals from Naval Surface Warfare
Center Crane Mr. Pat Mitternight, Mr. Paul Burdett and GM2 Dale
Rader, USCG once again were essential to Match. This year CWO4
Lee Sleger, USNR(R) assisted as pistol armorer. I sincerely
appreciate all your efforts.

The Atlantic Fleet Matches have been tentatively identified
for 10-16 May 1997 with dates for the 1997 All Navy planned for
19-23 May 1997 in San Diego, CA. There are many opportunities to
continue with your personnel shooting program. Civilian sponsored
rifle and pistol matches are shot throughout the year at
Quantico, Dam Neck and Camp Pendleton. Contact those experienced
shooters near you. They are there to help foster competitive

shooting ... Use them.

Thanks to all who assisted in training beginning and
intermediate shooters. New Shooters sustain our marksmanship
program. Next year, bring a shipmate or two or three .. BUT
REGISTER EARLY. Keep informed on the Navy Shooting Program by
monitoring our Web Site (http://www.usnst.org).

/E Hornrream

T.R. Hamman
LCDR U.S. Navy



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

NAVY SHOOTING PROGRAM

OFFICER IN CHARGE
NAVY RIFLE & PISTOL CHAMPIONSHIPS

8370
Ser No 96004
17 May 1996

From: Match Director,
1996 Atlantic Fleet Rifle and Pistol Championships

To: All Participating Commands
Subj; ADVANCED SMALL ARMS TRAINING

Ref:  (a) OPNAVINST 3591.1C

1. Per reference (a), those personnel participating as part of the 1996 Atlantic Fleet Rifle and
Pistol Championships held at FCTCLANT Dam Neck, VA on 11-17 May 1996 have received
seven days of basic and advanced small arms marksmanship training on the M-14 (7.62mm)
service rifle and the M1911 (.45 cal) service pistel given by the Navy Shooting Team and
Marine Corps Security Force Battalion, Norfolk, Va.

2. This training included: practical application of competitive marksmanship theories along with
practice and advanced marksmanship lectures (3 days); practical firing in individual and team
competition (4 days). Course of fire was the National Match Course (200, 300, and 500 yards

in rifle; 25 and 50 yards in pistol).

3. Note that individuals scoring above required minimums are eligible for award of marksman-
ship ribbons and medals. The applicable minimum score is annotated in the Individual Rifle

and Pistol results bulletins.

4. Please document this training as applicable in each member’s training/service record. For
any questions, please contact the undersigned at DSN 332-7390 extension 6632 or commercial

(703) 602-7390 extension 6632.

7 Dlemimitr——

T.R. HAMMAN
LCDR USNAVY



In Memory of

Paul “Dobber’’ Burdett

Paul Burdett better known as Dobber to thousands of Navy and Coast Guard
Shooters passed away 25 May 1996. He was less than a day home from the 1996
Atlantic Fleet and All Navy Rifle and Pistol Championships. Little did we know
that this most recent two week training and competition would be his last. A heart

that gave so much to all of us, stopped.

I first met Dobber at the 1986 East Coast and All Navy Championships held at
Naval Station Annapolis. Ten years and a couple of weeks ago LT Tom Hamman
was quite the novice, struggling along as best one could back before the Navy
Shooting Program experienced it’s latest resurgence. My rifle was hurt, needing the
tender loving care of Doctor Dobber. Besides getting back a much better shooting
rifle I also found a new friend. Who, each year, I looked forward to visiting with as
much as actually shooting the match. For those of you just starting out, receiving
May’s dose of shooter camaraderie and fellowship is what really makes us come
back each year - and woefully disappointed when our day job keeps us away.

Dobber had a way of asking “How’d ya do?” at the end of a long day’s shooting
which worked its magic on the good days and the less successful days. If you had
done well he’d reward you with his ear-to-ear grin, sharing in your good
performance. Though he was equally quick to console with a word or two to ease
the frustration of a day gone sour. He’s through listening to Navy Shooters moan
and groan how that rifle isn’t holding, or the ammo won’t shoot in this twist or my
sights must be loose. Just one not so little secret ... every rifle I ever used off the van
shot great, period - year after year.

I’m glad I got to be part of the matches this year. I got to enjoy Dobber one more
time. And the good Lord keep us it doesn’t get much better than that. Though he
won’t be in the van come the July Interservice I do picture him working the bedding
of a DCM rifle that Saint Peter is planning to shoot come August. So those of you at
the Nationals this year see or hear of some guy with the initials S.P. shooting a
Garand that just won’t quit then we’ll know Dobber got it finished despite having to
take time off for flying lessons.

We will miss him dearly.
Flowers were provided on behalf of all of us at Navy Shooting.
LCDR T.R. Hamman, USN

Match Director
28 May 1996






